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Mr. President,

I thank you for the opportunity to address the Security Council with regard to
the turmoil that has recently befallen Myanmar’s Rakhine State and the ensuing
humanitarian situation,

I have listened carefully to the statements made by the distinguished Secretary-
General and the representatives of the member states of the Council.

The common thread that runs through the commentaries is the allusion that
“something is rotten in the state of Rakhine.” Assertions in the media that a
campaign of terror has been unleashed in Northem Rakhine and that unspeakable
crimes have been committed against innocent people have only served to heighten
the concern of the intemational community. While such assertions might appear
reasonable at first glance to a lay observer, expert observers with knowledge of the
history of Myanmar and exposure to the propaganda tactics of terrorists will see such
comments for what they really are - malicious and unsubstantiated chatter.

Nevertheless, we understand the concern of the international community and
take senous note of it.

Mr. President,

I would like to take this opportunity to apprise you of the situation obtaining
on the ground and of our efforts to end the violence, assist all innocent civilians
affected by the turmoil and plans to find a lasting solution to the daunting challenges
we face.
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First, we reeagnize thaithere: is .o -seriaus:prablem thai needs o he addressed.

‘But-wemeed:-torecomnze that therecent violence -was - trgggerec by -the-attacks
varried vulby so-called ARSA - errorist-group.

We -are .committed -1o:a: sustamable: solution -that -wili llead to :peace, -stability
-develupnient-and-theretum vl dispheced-communities:- o then -lrones,

The current:situation :precipitated ‘hy -the -attacks-of -the ARSA terrorists-on 30
:police-outposts i -the-early “hours-of 75 ZAugust-resulting ‘in:-the -death:-of 12 security
utfreers, -one inmugration -vifreer, o solders and e nundse o imeecent civiliam,
Recurity:iorees were dhhiged o-délenti:themseives

We tenl deeply Tur -t ﬂuﬂ'erimg -and phight ol -all -attected vommuuties -
‘Rakhine, Wushm. ‘Daingnret. vire, Thel, Waramagyi and -Hindu They are all viciims
-of vielenee.and terrorism.

Fenursmi-vonstitutes v ol e nest serous-hreats o mtemuationu prece g
seeuriiy, -l has me plaee dn-aur-civiiized -waeld. 7 am sure vou -wili agree with -me
whern:say:that-we-cannot-condonc terrorism:-in-any ‘form:and:manifestation.

The -governmment -of Wyvanmar -has strongly -condemned -the wets -of -terror
committed by ARSA -in northemn Rakhine The ‘highes: islamic -organization -in
Myanmar, :the Al Nyanmar ‘Islamic Réligious ‘Organization” :as wéll :as :the
“ntertath: ‘Dralogue Group -oF Myannmian ™ have -expressed -then solidarity -with -the
-govemment ard -issued statements -cordemning ‘the acis -of ‘lewrer -commitied by
AREA. They stressed that ne xciigion can-condone violenee {hat -result -in:the ‘loss.of
‘hiie -and :property. “Fhev -expressed -thenr suppost for -the :government’s -etlorts -to
wtddresy e situation-nrRakhine and ks endeavors repronmte matiomd revoneilition
andpescein the-entioe eauniry

“Fhe :government -will ‘work :to:ensure -that -the -fight -:agamst ‘terrorsm: wili mot
-disiraet -us ffrom -our -commiiment ‘te ‘bring -peace, ‘harmony and -development -ie
Rakhine Rue s -ginving o estore - nomaley. FPhere Thave theen no_amed -clashes
-and:clearance:operations since Septeniber 3.



‘Hecond, T wash de siress ‘thet (there -is -ro -ethnic -clcansing .and -genrecide -in
Myanmar.

‘Bihnie-clearsmg -and genroecide -are serious-charges and-thai -they should not-be
-uged dightiv. vl -he s sad commenitary -of-aur times 47 we sliowed emedtions 1o
:cloud :our view :and -assert :that -what :is “happening :in ‘Rakhine s :ethnic :cleansing
‘without firstUundertakinge -« egal review o niuking - judicial-detemiimration, 1 wan
assure veu ‘that ‘the Jeaders -of -ivanmar, whe ‘have ‘been siruggling so fdeng :for
freedom:and:human:-zights, -wili nexer-egpouse:policy -0f:genocide:or-ethnic-cleansing
-and:the: government-will:do:-evervihme-to:preventit.

A cleatly stated-hy dhe Ruie Counscliorinher adiress o the dipiomatic-coms
an Nay Pvi TFaw -on 9 September, -we -condemn -dli ‘human -rights -viclation -and
wvlenee. “We are vommiitted -te -t resteration -oF peaee, stability -and rule of Taw
‘threughout ‘the state. ‘Seeurity forees have ‘been -Insirucied “ic adhere strictly - the
‘Cade:-of-Conduct -in-carrving out-security-operations, ‘to-cxercise-ali-duc-testraint_and
e -take -full -measures :te -avoid -collateral :damage -and -the ‘harming -of ‘innocent
vl

vivanmar :1s -one -of :the :most -ethnicallv -diverse -countries -in ‘the -wosld. i1t -is
‘home:to 135 olficially recogmzed-etlnuc groups - eaclrwithits own-disime tive culture
undd -ailh‘a,’rt,n\-,t. “to-avanety -of rehigions, ircluding ‘Buddhism. Istam. :Christianity -and
:Elindwism Relipious graups have:heen:hiving -inthammeny throug hout-aurhistory

Fhe situatin-that-we tace: today - duestesterrorsm and st hased-orrehgon.

‘H:should ‘he-nated -that NMusiims are nat.a minority -in -northem Raihine. They
-constitute 8% -0l ‘the-totai:population. "What s litile knowr is-that - the-vast-majority
wiWwslines didwotabandon i trsarthad - bome, While: Grere ave Beenan exesdus,
mayeAhan_ 3% 6 the Nugiim villages:innodhem Rakhine remain - itas:

‘Representatves-ob the-diplomatic-corps i ¥angorn.-accompanied-by -the:meda,
will visit northern ‘Rakhire-on Monrday. Fhev -will -have ‘the - apportunity “te winess
-fiesthand dhe-sitution-on:the ground

The “Sverstary -General s -ulse een mvited & -vsit-Myamen, We hope
wdicome ‘him -in ‘the -rear ‘fuiure ‘to-enhanee - .:snp:.rﬂmm heiween WVivanmar and ke
United Nations.
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Fhird, the-government o Nivanmar s:fully aware af-its:primary respansibility
‘to-address:the humanitarian: situation.

We chave besn provrdimp -assstunee civ all desplaced people without
dhiserimindation. “We are edlldhorating -with the Red ‘Cross NMovement and -donor
countries 1o provide -assistance -expeditiously i -accordance -with ‘humanitanan
priggiples. Flre .'A'S’-'-'.fﬁ-\’ '--f.,‘umdiua!im ‘Centre for Hunmanitrerm -Assistanee on
‘saster Wianagement (GAERA Cenire) ‘has agreed o -wosk wilh us e -dehiver
:hmnamtanan:asmsumcc:w:tm:mgﬁiaum -irihabitants.

Fourth, we are voirenrd by meporks -t -tousands ol people -have crossed
anite ‘Bangiadesh We wald tike 1o fathem -reasons Hor the oxaius. We -wili ddlk e
‘thosc-who'have fled-as-welias:to:those who'have:opted:to:-remain:in:their-viliages.

‘Some ‘hurdreds- of ‘Nusiim villagers -lefi -their ‘homes -and ‘headed -towards the
‘border -notwithstanding -the -¢fforts -of the :regiondl authorities ‘to persuade ‘them ‘to
returni-te-therr villages. “Fhe wvillagers voiced their-concerns-regarding -the-availability
i humanitarian assistaee e sustamed nramee ey owel s fears that -tey are
‘heeaming c-miraritv-in:their ovan ares.

s leamt -that - the villagersthave "been -Hireatened -over -the -telephone -and - that

‘thoy ‘have been: persuaded by -thuir-feliow-men-whe-are-already -in-Bungladesh-to Join

dhem. Moreaver, the villagers remain featfiil -of wetaliation Ty ‘the ARSA {oliawing

:the:revelation:that-a-large nunber-of Ehnduvillagers have been:massacred:-and:burnied
TFNIESs graves.

The authorities ‘have -reassured the villagers -tha: they -wouild ‘he provided
-assistance:and securty . However, some:chose:lo-cross-over:to-Bangladesh.

Therehasheen s growing glamaur Tor epditidtion-af - réfugees -whe ‘have fled
Arom ‘Myanmar:to Bangladesh. Nivanmar -is:prepared 1o start-the verification:process
atany:time.-HDwtweneighborshavehad: the:experience:of suclya:process m THY3,

We _are -working o enhanee xélations -with ‘Bangladesb 7 thave -met -with dhe
Loreign olimister :of ‘Bangladesh - -New “¥ork -and -the MWhnmster-of Ahe Ofice of ;the
-State-Couselho will-vsit - Dinke this -w u-.em. te -Turthe - diseuss muatters ol mutuad
-concem. "We have aise Invitetd ‘the Wihinister-of Home Affairs o Bangladesh. We wili
welcome him:any time -that-he 1s:dbie:to-come :to:i\u'_i'szamna; -and ‘hope:to:take forward

-our-cooperation:onborder security:matters.
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Olur-stated willingness (to-discuss -the -issue -of -repatziation ;gives -the ‘lie 16 -the
-asserhion:that-theress-a-policy -ol-ethnic-cleansmg-or- our-part.

Fetr. Prresidient,

Therew govenmeni-in-Myvamen indrerited w-chullenpigg situation i Rukhine:
“Stdle-and-hasthad:te- dea! -wilh the consequences of actions by other actors.

“Fhe-current:cnsisiis:due:to-the-acts:of -terror-perpetrated ‘by ARSA. Foaddress
“the situation, - e govenmuenlavrelred - nuniber o mitatives ieluding e Rakhin
Adivisary - Commission-chateed -hy T Kaf Annan The reeommendation-of the K68
ZAmnan Commission  represents & viable roadmap o forge forward. An
‘mplementation -sonmuties o the reconmuendatens s abready Been Formed -and
-work hasbepun.

Atihiseriical:juncture:in-the life-of-ourvoung:democracy -it-is:imperative that
‘e mitenmationad vonmuumity o drands eith - es-te-ersure stat- denrsereey -takes fime
ol andd dhat -we will sueeeed -in -carry -oui -our -responsibility do -estabiish peaee,
-stability -and-deveélopment:in - Rakhine.and-in:-the whole-of Myvanmar.



