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President announces national environment and climate
change policies to mark World Environment Day 2019

Nay Pyi Taw, 5 June 2019 — The Government of Myanmar today announced its vision for the
country’s environmental protection and climate action, launching two new policies that will guide
Myanmar’s environmental management and climate change strategy.

Myanmar is widely considered one of the most vulnerable countries in the world to the impacts
of climate change, and its renowned biodiversity and natural resources are under increasing
pressure as the country develops. More intense and more frequent floods, cyclones and
droughts have caused immense loss of life and damage to infrastructure and the economy.

President U Win Myint announced the two new policies — the National Environmental Policy and
the Myanmar Climate Change Policy — at an event marking World Environment Day in the
capital. More than 400 attended the announcement, including senior government officials from
Union ministries, states and regions and representatives from civil society, academic
institutions, businesses and the international community, including the acting UN Resident
Coordinator and EU Ambassador.

Speaking at the launch, President U Win Myint said, “I am greatly honored to launch these
policies in this auspicious ceremony. | have no doubt that we have confidence to achieve
sustainable and harmonious development which balances economic, social and environmental
pillars. | would like to urge Myanmar citizens, including all of you, to participate for the current
and future sustainable development of our country by changing your daily lifestyles in order to
support environmental conservation. And, | also would like to urge you again to beat air pollution
as an important part of Myanmar’s sustainable development to benefit our society as a whole.”

U Ohn Winn, Union Minister for National Resources and Environmental Conservation, urged the
senior officials from line ministries, representatives from NGOs, INGOs and all participants to
find solutions for integrating policy, laws and regulations, programmes and budget to realize the
Myanmar National Environmental Policy, Myanmar Climate Change Policy, Strategy and Master
Plan of respective ministries, states and regional governments. “We can establish a sustainable,
peaceful and prosperous society with socio-economic development for all people with firm
cooperation in environmental conservation, climate change mitigation and adaptation,
combatting air pollution activities among the government, private, NGOs, experts and all
stakeholders,” he said.

The new policies explicitly recognize the increasing threat of extreme weather and other climate
change impacts to the country’s economic and social development and set out an ambition to
transform Myanmar into a climate-resilient, low-carbon society that is sustainable, prosperous
and inclusive.
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They are a culmination of five years of work spearheaded by the Ministry of Natural Resources

and Environmental Conservation (MoNREC) with support from UNDP and the Myanmar Climate

Change Alliance, an effort funded by the European Union with technical support from UN

Environment and UN-Habitat.

Among the principles in the policies that will serve to guide government decisions on
environmental management are goals to realize healthy and functioning ecosystems and
sustainable economic and social development. The two new policies will allow the Government
to integrate the environment across all its development planning, particularly in harmony with
the recently adopted Myanmar Sustainable Development Plan 2018-2030.

Quotes

President U Win Myint: “Sustainable and harmonious development which balances economic,
social and environmental pillars can be achieved by understanding current promulgated
environmental policy and Climate change policy, environmental conservation laws, by-laws,
rules and regulations, guidelines in the relevant Ministries, civil society, businesses, technicians,
students and people, and also contributing to the development projects, investments and
sustainable development activities, based on the technology and experiences with international
best practices through reducing greenhouse gas emission and development of air pollution
management plan.”

Kristian Schmidt, Ambassador of the European Union to Myanmar, said “We Europeans have
made a lot of mistakes in the past. We now see what we must change, and we are developing
the policies and the technologies to do so. Today, we are no longer the largest emitter of
greenhouse gases, we do not deny the science or the reality, and we are seeking binding
international cooperation to address the urgency. | therefore hope our Myanmar partner will
continue to see us as ambitious and reliable partners as humanity seeks to address what is
probably the greatest risk ever posed to our survival and way of life."

Dechen Tsering, UN Environment’s Regional Director for Asia and the Pacific, said, “With these
new policies, Myanmar is now better equipped to pursue sustainable development and mobilize
resources to address climate change. Not many countries enjoy Myanmar’s natural abundance

and realizing the country’s potential will mean protecting and managing its environment well. UN
Environment will continue to support Myanmar in these efforts every step of the way.”

Peter Batchelor, Resident Representative of the UN Development Programme, said, “The future
of Myanmar looks bright when we look at the vision for its environment and people that are
provided by these important new policies. UNDP congratulates the Government of Myanmar for
its continued commitment to a sustainable development agenda and is proud to have supported
the development of the new National Environmental Policy. We will continue to help implement
these new policies in partnership with the Government and other development partners.”

UN-Habitat Country Programme Manager, Bijay Karmacharya said, “With the climate change
policy, strategy and sectoral master plans in place, it is now time for implementation. Myanmar
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is now ready for concerted actions to combat the challenges of climate change. To do this,
climate action shall be mainstreamed in annual planning and budgeting of line ministries.”
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NOTES TO EDITORS

Today’s announcement was made on the occasion of World Environment Day, the annual
global celebration of our planet. Myanmar’s new policies support this year’s theme of
#BeatAirPollution, which aims to spur action to reduce the airborne pollutants, many of which
directly contribute to climate change, and which claim up to 7 million lives a year. Myanmar has
not avoided this scourge. 62 per cent of child deaths from acute lower respiratory infections can
be attributed to indoor air pollution. The National Environment Policy and Climate Change Policy
will play an important role in helping to address this severe problem, as they mandate actions to
reduce emissions of air pollutants including those that can impact the climate and are co-
emitted with greenhouse gases.

About MCCA

The Myanmar Climate Change Alliance (MCCA) was launched in 2013 as a programme to
support the Government of Myanmar in addressing the challenges posed by climate change
and was under implementation until 31 March 2019. The MCCA programme is an initiative of
the Environmental Conservation Department (ECD) of the Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environmental Conservation (MONREC). The MCCA was funded by the European Union with
EUR 3.9 million as part of the Global Climate Change Alliance (GCCA) and implemented by the
United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) and UN Environment. Its primary
objective was to mainstream climate change into the Myanmar policy development and reform
agenda, and the Myanmar Climate Change Policy, and accompanying Myanmar Climate
Change Strategy and Master Plan, was a direct result of these efforts. A second phase is due to
be launched in the coming year.

Website: http://myanmarccalliance.org
Facebook: Facebook.com/myanmarccalliance
Twitter: Twitter.com/Myanmar_cca

CONTACTS

Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Conservation
Climate Change Division

Environmental Conservation Department
climatechange.ecd@gmail.com

Delegation of the European Union to Myanmar
Suvi Rivinoja

Press and Information Officer

Phone: +95 (0)1 230 56 50

Email: suvi.rivinoja@ext.eeas.europa.eu
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Shashank Mishra

Disaster Risk Reduction Programme Manager

United Nations Human Settlements Programme, UN-Habitat, Yangon, Myanmar.
Phone : +95-9454198434

Email : shashank.unhabitat@gmail.com

UN Environment

Nina Raasakka

Programme Officer, Climate Change

Asia and the Pacific Office, UN Environment, Bangkok, Thailand
Phone: +66 22 88 1471

Email: raasakka@un.og

UN Development Programme (UNDP)

Martin Cosier

Project Manager & Chief Technical Advisor

Governance for Resilience and Sustainability Project

United Nations Development Programme, Yangon, Myanmar.
Phone : +95-9793947233

Email : martin.cosier@undp.org




