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Factual accounts regarding Tatmadaw’s attacks on base of so-called PDF, NUG terrorists

near Pazigyi village in Kantbalu Township, Sagaing Region

1. The accusations of the death of a large number of innocent civilians in the incident
of Kantbalu are far from reality. In fact, the so-called PDF terrorist groups intentionally
established their base and have been committing their terrorist activities in the residential
areas. The Tatmadaw is only taking necessary measures against the terrorist groups
based on the Rules of Engagement - ROE. It is only the terrorists and insurgent groups

who have been violating the provisions of the International Humanitarian Laws.

2. The excerpts from the explanation by Major General Zaw Min Tun, leader of
information team of State Administration Council and also from the State media which

were published on newspapers dated 12 April 2023 can be seen as bellows:

(a) The so-called PDF terrorists under NUG have established their base near Pazigyi
village in Kantbalu Township, Sagaing Region. Those terrorists unlawfully killed
innocent civilians and public service personnel, monks and nuns who do not
support them. They also attacked hospitals and clinics, dropped bombs by
drone on schools and monasteries. From 1 February 2021 to 31 March 2023 in
the Sagaing Region, 1593 innocent people, 92 administrators, 26 teachers, 198
members of Myanmar Police Force, 7 medical staff, 54 other staff and 28 monks
were killed. In addition, 124 schools, 5 hospitals, 190 office buildings, 20

religious buildings and 264 residential were destroyed.

(b) The so-called PDF terrorists conducted brutal acts of terrorism and suppressed
local people with fear. They forced at least one person from each family to
attend their activities such as PDF terrorist training and to take arms even to
children. They persuaded innocent civilians including women and children to
support their terrorist activities. They brutally killed 9 innocent people without
reason and destroyed 62 residential places in Pauk Gone, Kantbalu Township

on 30 March 2023.
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(c) According to the local people who do not accept terrorism, it was informed that
the opening of local administrative headquarters of NUG/CRPH and the PDF
terrorist groups near Pazigyi village in Kantbalu Township would be held on 11

April 2023.

(d) In order to prevent collateral damage, the Tatmadaw (Armed Forces) carefully
calculated the distance between the village and the said stronghold, and
carried out counter-terrorism operation by air with maximum restraint. It was
learnt that PDF leader and members of terrorists were found dead. The
Tatmadaw only targeted the stronghold of the so-called NUG/CRPH and PDF

terrorist groups.

(e) It was also observed that due to the explosion of the arsenal used by those
terrorist groups at the place, it caused a large explosion which may lead to loss

of lives.

(f) During the clashes with security forces, the so-called PDF terrorists use
innocent people as their shield and forcibly urge them to cooperate with
terrorism. If there is any casualty of innocent civilian, they blame on Tatmadaw

to ruin its image through media.

(g) Security forces are undertaking necessary counter insurgency measures for

peace and stability in the area in line with the Rules of Engagement- ROE.
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